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Lily celebrates footballing success

by Sam Hawcroft

A15-YEAR-OLD Holderness Academy pupil has
rounded off a standout football season with cup
success, 21 goals and an invitation to trial with Hull
City Academy.

Lily Shipstone helped the East Riding School Girls
team retain the Champions Cup with a 4-o win over
York Schools in the final at Leeds United’s Thorp
Arch training ground.

She scored twice and set up the other two goals as
East Riding completed their successful defence of the
trophy.

Lily has also enjoyed a strong season at club level
with Doncaster Belles, finishing as leading scorer for
the under-15s Yellows with 21 goals and collecting
several player of the match awards along the way.

The season has followed a comeback from a knee
injury last year.

Her father, Martin Shipstone, said: “l am proud of
what she’s done.

“She was a bit down when she did her knee but
she’s come back really strongly. I can’t fault her for her
commitment.”

Lily’s football journey began at primary school,
where she regularly played with the boys.

Martin said: “She’s competitive. She played at
primary school and used to play with the boys all the
time.

“She used to go swimming a lot, and she was a
good swimmer, but after Covid she said, Tm just
going to do my football.”

Martin, who has played sport all his life, said some
of that competitive streak had probably come from
him.

He said: “The good thing about Lily is she knows
where the goal is, and she'll put it in from anywhere.
She’s really clinical when she scores.

‘A FANTASTIC AMBASSADOR'":
Lily Shipstone finished as leading
scorer for Doncaster Belles’
under-15s Yellows with 21 goals
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~ “lkeep telling her she still needs to work hard off
the ball, but she knows where the goal is.”
Lily is now preparing for a trial with Hull City
Academy this month, which comes at the end of what significantly over the past year.

following her future achievements.”
PE teacher Luke Moulds said: “Lily is an
outstanding young footballer who has developed

has been her most successful season so far. “She combines natural ability with a strong work
The senior leadership team at Holderness Academy ethic and a determination to improve, which has
said: “We are incredibly proud of Lily and all she has  helped her take her game to another level.
achieved this year. Her success on the football pitch “She approaches both training and matches with
is a testament to her dedication, perseverance and maturity and commitment, and her dedication to
resilience. continuous improvement has been a key factor in her
“To come back from injury and perform at such success.
a high level is truly impressive. Lily is a fantastic “It has been a pleasure to see her progress, and the
ambassador for the school and embodies our values  recognition she is receiving is thoroughly deserved.
of aspiration and resilience. “Ilook forward to following her continued
“We wish her every success with her upcoming development and seeing what she achieves in the
Hull City Academy trial and look forward to years ahead.”

Seamer Sports clinch title as league honours are confirmed

THE Right Car East Riding County
League season has ended with Seamer
Sports crowned Championship
Division winners after a dramatic final
fixture.

The last game of the campaign, played
after special permission was granted by
the East Riding County FA, saw Langtoft
host Seamer Sports on June 6.

Seamer won 7-4 away from home, a

result that secured the Championship
Division title on goal difference from
AFC North.

The result completed the league’s roll
call of honours for the 2025-26 season.

Edgehill won the Premiership, as well
as both the Senior League Cup and HE
Dean Cup, while Flamborough AFC
lifted the Junior League Cup.

Withernsea United won the Harold

Robinson Memorial Cup, while
Kingswood United were Division One
champions, Reckitts Reserves won
Division Two, Bishop Wilton claimed
Division Three, Fishers AFC won
Division Four and BOCA Seniors took
the Division Five title.

The league has also been recognised
by the East Riding County FA after being
named League of the Season for 2025-26.

The Right Car East Riding County
League’s AGM will be held on June
24, with the venue and time to be
confirmed.

Clubs are welcome to attend.

Meanwhile, this season’s Tanton Cup
competitions have raised more than
£1,500 following the receipt of additional
donations.

Competition secretary Phil Ashcroft

thanked everyone who had helped
promote the competition and said
organisers hoped to run another quiz
night in the autumn to support local
charities.

Hornsea Town AFC lifted the Tanton
Cup after beating Brandesburton AFC
4-2 on penalties following a 1-1 draw in
an entertaining final at Hollis Recreation
Ground on Friday, May 29.



